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Hawai`i Wildlife Fund Internship Opportunities 

Hawai`i Wildlife Fund (HWF) is a conservation nonprofit based on the islands of Maui and Hawai`i 
Island. Our interns assist researchers and project leaders to assist in the recovery and restoration of a 
thriving near shore and marine ecosystem. Our conservation efforts range from mauka to makai (from 
the mountains to the sea). 

How to Become An Intern

To become an intern, the first step is to read the list below and/or visit our website 
(http://wildhawaii.org) to become familiar with our conservation and education projects and note the 
requirements and gear for participating in them. All of our activities require flexibility, reliability, aloha 
spirit, love for the outdoors, eco-friendly attitudes and a desire to work hard, meet new people, learn 
new things and have fun! 

Once you have determined which of HWF’s project best suits your interests, please email back to us at 
wild@aloha.net with the following:  

In your email,  
Write INTERN in the subject line of your email 
State your AVAILABILITY if you live in Hawaiʻi or the specific dates that you will be visiting 
Indicate the SPECIFIC PROJECT you would like to join 
Complete the LIABILITY FORM when you receive it – they are project-linked 

Our Projects 

Native Wildlife Recovery Habitat Restoration Marine Debris & Education 

Honu Watch 
Green sea turtle basking project 

‘Ahupua’a Restoration 
Taro & fish farming 

Beach Marine Debris Recovery 

Honu Identification 
Green sea turtles  (TBA)

Turtle Fence Repair & Dune 
Restoration 

Highway & Special Coastal 
Cleanups (TBA)* 

Hawksbill Turtle Dawn & Night Patrols Underwater Cleanups (TBA) 

Hawksbill Nest Watch 

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Discovery Center

*Please note that those projects with a (TBA) To Be Announced note are not regularly scheduled but
occur occasionally.

a multi-media education facilty run by HWF

http://wildhawaii.org/
hannahbernard
Cross-Out
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Native Wildlife Recovery Projects 

Honu Watch - Green Sea Turtle Basking Project 

Description: Hawai`i Wildlife Fund monitors honu 
(green sea turtles) who come ashore to bask while 
also educating the community about basking, a 
rare behavior in which Hawaiian green sea turtles 
come ashore for reasons other than nesting. 
Reasons for the behavior could be: to rest, to raise 
their body temperatures, and/or to avoid 
predators (sharks). 

The HWF Turtle Team is on the beach on Maui 
every day to make sure that basking turtles are not 
disturbed. Turtles are especially vulnerable while 
basking on shore. 

Requirements: 
Minimum of two weeks on Maui as the job requires training
Commitment to conservation with aloha 
Outstanding people skills 

Location: North shore of Maui 

Occurs: Morning, afternoon, and early evening every day of the year 

Gear: Layered clothing for changing weather (bathing suit under clothes); water, snacks, sunscreen; 
towel, and beach chair optional. 
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Honu Identification (identifying green sea turtles) 

Description: Hawai`i Wildlife Fund identifies 
basking honu (green sea turtles) by 
photographing them as they come on shore to 
bask, rest and escape predators. Our 
volunteer photographers document facial and 
flipper scute patterns, along with other 
features, which help identify and track 
individuals. HWF’s Photo Identification 
Catalogue is organized by date, time, location, 
size, sex, injuries and behaviors. 

HWF has identified more than 180 individual 
green sea turtles at Ho’okipa Beach Park. Volunteers and visitors may photograph turtles and email the 
images to be included in HWF’s Photo Identification Catalogue. 

Requirements: Ability to photograph turtles from a distance of at least 15 feet using no flash 
photography 

Location: North Shore of Maui 

Occurs: Morning, afternoon, and early evening every day of the year 

Gear: Camera, water, sunscreen, access to computer for downloading; same gear as above 
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Hawksbill Turtle Recovery: Dawn and Night Patrols 

Description: Hawai`i Wildlife Fund researchers and volunteers and 
interns monitor Maui’s beaches for female hawksbill turtles 
coming up onto the beach to dig a nest and deposit her eggs.  

Volunteers and interns walk the beach every hour in the early 
morning and/or at night looking for turtle tracks and/or mother 
turtles hauling out to nest. When a turtle is spotted, she is 
observed from a distance (using night vision scopes at night) to 
ensure that the animal is not disturbed.  

After a turtle successfully nests, HWF shares the information with 
partnering agencies; our team members take measurements and 
tag her. Nest locations are noted so that a team of turtle nest 
watchers can return to “turtle sit” approximately two months (60 
days) later when hatchlings are due to emerge. 

Requirements:  
Walking long distances on the beach (day or night) 
Sitting at nest for an hour or more 

Location: Various beaches around Maui 

Occurs: June – December, varied hours day and night 

Gear: Layered clothing; “turtle friendly” flashlight, water 
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Hawksbill Recovery: Nest Watch 

Description: Hawai`i Wildlife Fund researchers, 
interns and volunteers work in shifts round-the-clock 
to protect each hawksbill nest during the hatching 
period. Our presence keeps cats, dogs, birds, 
mongoose and ghost crabs from preying upon these 
hatchlings. 
HWF works with its partner agencies to monitor the 
emergence of the hatchlings. Hatchlings can get trapped 
in human footprints or debris, become disoriented by 
coastal lighting or get entangled in vegetation. When the tiny hatchlings emerge from the nest, they are 
counted by staff and protected until they make it safely into the ocean. 

Requirements: 
Willingness to sleep outside on the beach 
Wake up for your watch, often in the middle of the night 

Location: Various beaches around Maui 

Occurs:  June through December, varied hours day and night 

Gear: Layered clothing for changing weather, beach chair optional, Sleeping bag/pad, “turtle friendly” 
flashlight
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Habitat Restoration Projects 

‘Ahupua’a Restoration Project: Taro and Fish Farming (mauka to makai) 

Description: Hawai’i Wildlife Fund partners with taro 
(kalo) farmers and Hawaiian cultural practitioners to 
access a uniquely Hawaiian experience that connects 
nature and culture. This project promotes 
sustainable living and reduces pressure on local reef 
fish through taro and fish cultivation. Traditional 
Hawaiian practices are used and reflect the 
Hawaiian values such as malama ‘aina o kai (caring 
for the land and sea). 

Requirements: Willingness to get muddy and work 
hard with others 

Location: Remote Kahakuloa village (Maui) 

Occurs: Periodically year-round 

Gear: Layered clothing that can get muddy including bathing suit, towel, change of clothing, waterproof 
shoes, water to drink, snacks 

 Turtle Fence Repair and Dune Restoration 

Description: Hawai’i Wildlife Fund helps protect 
Maui’s endangered population of hawksbill sea 
turtles (‘ea) and their hatchlings in many ways, 
including repairing the turtle fence along the 
hawksbill’s nesting habitat at Kealia Pond, which 
prevents the turtles from getting on the highway. 

Dangers to hawksbills include vehicular traffic, 
human disturbance, coastal lighting, non-native 
vegetation and predators. Intensified efforts by 
HWF have resulted in a rigorous data collection 
process documenting nesting and hatching 
occurrence; however, nesting continues to be impacted by the dangers listed above. 

Requirements: Willingness to get sandy and work hard 

Location: Kealia Pond (Ma’alaea) and other nesting beaches  

Occurs: Periodically year-round 

Gear: Layered clothing, kiawe thorn-proof shoes, water to drink, snacks 
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Marine Debris & Education 

Beach Marine Debris Recovery (and Other Special Coastal & Highway Cleanups – TBA) 

Description: Beach cleanups occur quarterly 
at Ka’ehu Beach and other beaches on Maui. 
The clean ups prevent land based trash and 
marine debris from damaging Maui’s local 
near shore and coastal habitats. Animals can 
mistake trash for food and endanger their 
health by eating plastics, cigarette butts, 
glass, paper and/or metal. 

Requirements: Willingness to pick up rubbish 
(gloves provided!) 

Location: Ka’ehua Beach and other beaches 
around Maui 

Occurs: Quarterly or more often year-round 

Gear: Layered clothing for changing weather, water to drink, sunscreen, snacks 

Come Join Us! 

Additional questions? 

Mailing Address  
Hawai'i Wildlife Fund 
PO Box 790637 
Paia, HI 96779 

Executive Director 
Hannah Bernard 
wild@aloha.net 

Phone 
808.280.8124 

Web  
www.wildhawaii.org 

Hawaiʻi Wildlife Discovery Center
You will receive a separate application if you are interested in this educational facility
https://www.hawaiiwildlifediscoverycenter.org




