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Hawai’i Wildlife Fund Internship Information

Mahalo (thank you) for your interest in Hawai’i Wildlife Fund’s Internship 
Program! 

Hawai’i Wildlife Fund (HWF) is an island-based organization with 
two locations: Maui and Hawai’i Island (Big Island). HWF projects are 
designed to assist in the recovery of near shore ecosystems. The HWF 
team works from mauka to makai (mountain to ocean). 

We look forward to getting you involved in island-based efforts! 

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCES

The HWF team personally mentors HWF interns. Interns work on field 
based projects focused on native wildlife research and recovery, habitat 
restoration, marine debris management, community engagement and 
management, social media and networking, assisting in outreach, data 
entry, photography of marine species and habitats, Hawaiian culture, and 
more. 

DATES

Internships with HWF are available all year long. Internships start upon 
arrival on Maui and all interns should plan their travel so that HWF’s initial 
Monday training day occurs within 2-3 days of their arrival. Future interns 
should choose their desired time of year based upon their personal 
availability. 
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LENGTH OF INTERNSHIPS

Internships vary in length from 4 weeks to 12 weeks based upon the 
project. HWF is happy to work with applicants to determine the most 
appropriate time frame for specific internships. 

ELIGIBILITY

Potential intern applicants may be high school students (with signed 
permission of a parent or guardian); undergraduate or graduate students 
at accredited colleges or universities; community service program 
participants; or retired professionals.  

High school and college/university students must have a minimum Grade 
Point Average (GPA) of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. High school, college/university, 
and community service credits are available. 

International applicants must be fluent in English. 

All interns must write an essay describing their experience within 2 weeks 
of completion of the internship as well as submitting 3-4 photos for the 
HWF website and social media. 

INTERNSHIP COSTS

Internship Costs: $800.00/month. HWF is a 501©3 nonprofit organization, 
and costs cover individual mentorship and training by HWF team members 
(Executive Director, Internship Director, naturalists, etc.). 

1/3 non-refundable deposit is required to secure your space in the 
internship program. The full remainder is due upon arrival on Maui. 

***NOTE: Internship fees do not include airfare, car rentals, or 
meals. 



FINANCIAL SUPPORT
HWF is a 501©3 nonprofit organization. Internships in HWF programs are 
unpaid positions but provide invaluable experiences in culture, science, 
research, and hands on fieldwork. If internship costs are a hardship, please 
discuss with us. Because the cost of living has skyrocketed in Hawai'i, we 
will not let the cost of interning be a barrier, and will waive the cost if 
needed, and there is no fee to Hawaiʻi residents.

TRANSPORTATION

Airfare:
HWF interns are required to obtain their own air transport to Maui 
airport code: OGG. Major airlines such as Hawaiian, Alaska, United, 
American, Delta, and SouthWest Airlines have flights to Maui on a daily 
basis. 

Ground:

It is recommended that you rent a car during your internship stay. Public 
transportation such as bus, walking, biking, or carpooling can be utilized 
for some portion of your stay but are not always possible as HWF works 
across the entire island of Maui. Some locations are as far away as 45-60 
minutes. B e f o r e  C O V I D - 1 9  a n d  t h e n  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  M a u i  
w i l d f i r e s  c h a n g e d  t r a v e l  l o g i s t i c s ,  interns could expect to 
pay $200/week or $600/month for car rental. That price 
changed radically in 2021 with cars renting for more than 
$200/day, and may not be the same anymore, so you must 
do the research on that yourself. 

Some alternative rental car agencies:  Kimo's, Manaloha, Aloha, 
Turo.

HOUSING
HWF does not provide or arrange for intern housing. Interns 
are responsible for finding their own accommodations, however, HWF 
can recommend which parts of the island and potential rental sites that 

rental homes and units on the North Shore. 

You can try AirBnB or other such searches. East Haiku is going to be 
too far away. Paia is optimal but is usually expensive. Shop around and 
then ask us more questions.
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are best suited for the intern based upon the specific internship. We 
recommend that you budget at least $800/month for shared housing 
(usually a room in a house or a hostel). 

We recommend that you investigate Maui County licensed vacation rentals 
and hostels.

Check out the Aloha Surf Hostel in Paia. This hostel is located right in Paia 
and is only about 2 miles from Ho’okipa Beach Park on Maui’s North Shore 
where the honu (turtles) come nightly to bask. 

https://www.facebook.com/Aloha- Surf-Hostel-626075174179338/ 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g60636-d815226-Reviews- 
Aloha_Surf_Hostel-Paia_Maui_Hawaii.html 

COMMUNICATION / CELL PHONES                                                     
It is imperative that the HWF team is able to communicate with interns 
while they are on island. Interns must have a personal cell phone and a 
cell phone plan that will allow for phone calls and/or texts. All major 
US service providers (Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile) work on the island.  

INTERN RESPONSIBILITIES

Detailed information on HWF internships can be found under 
specific internship programs. All interns normally work 30-40 hours per 
week under the direction of HWF senior team leaders. 

Occasionally, interns may work longer hours, weekends and/or 
nights. Casual apparel appropriate for outdoor field work (shorts, tee 
shirts, swim suits, sweatshirts) is required. Most of the time, 
you will be working in flip/flops (called “slippers” here on Maui) but 
you will need to bring at least one pair of closed toed shoes for field work 
or other purposes (hiking, walking on cobbles on beaches, etc.). 
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APPLICATION PROCESS

Applicants for any of the HWF internship programs must complete and 
submit the following documents: 

1. HWF Intern Application
2. Resume or CV
3. Writing Sample (1-2 page essay) describing:

a. Personal and learning backgrounds
b. Specific reason for interest in a internship dealing

conservation or marine life
c. Career goals as a result of the internship
d. What you can contribute to the internship
e. One (1) letter of recommendation including phone contract

information

Submit completed package to:  

Hannah Bernard, Hawai'i Wildlife Fund  

bernardhannah@me.com • 

(808)280-8124




